l6o       THE   KAISER  AND   ENGLISH   RELATIONS,

* Your visit to Osborne, not to Cowesy I looked on as a
visit for my birthday', as I was not able to receive you on
the day itself. I can only repeat that if you are able to
come, I shall be happy to receive you at the end of July
or August.' x

What was to be done ? William saw that his grand-
mother was very much vexed with him, and that must
be put right. Anxiously he read her letter again, and
noticed that she said that a visit in the summer would
count as a birthday visit. It would be ' for * her birthday,
and Germany would understand why he went. So,
though he had just asserted that any visit this year was
impossible, he found it could be managed, and a date
was fixed for July: owing to an accident to the Empress
the visit was postponed till November. The Queen
most cordially hoped that nothing would prevent it.

During the summer of 1899 relations between England
and the Transvaal grew critical. President Kruger still
refused to give the Uitlanders any effective measure of
franchise, though the taxes of the Transvaal were mainly
borne by them, and after weeks of increasing tension and
repeated warnings the British Government decided in
September to send out troops from India and artillery
and cavalry from England, to meet the menace of the
Boers, who were massing troops on the Natal frontier.
The situation was watched very jealously by France and
Germany, for their colonial interests were expanding and
those of England crossed them at many points.2 President
Kruger no doubt trusted that they would intervene on
behalf of the Boers; it became evident that he had no
intention of granting the reforms demanded by the British

1 Letters III, iii. pp. 381, 382.                                  2 Ibid. p. 392.